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ARI US 


Detected and Confuted: 


Or, A SHoRT and FAMILIAR 


DIRECTION 


FOR A 
Plain Chriſtians. 


That love the LORD IESUsS, and hear- 
ken to his Voice, how to underſtand the Lan- 


they may not, by their good Words and fait 
Speeches, be drawn to acknowledge and wor- 


| ſhip TWO GODS, or rather ONE GOD 


] 


a Hz that denieth the Deity of Chriſt denieth his 


and a CREATURE, contrary to many 
plain and expreſs Texts of 9 5 A 


THERE mut be alſo Hereſies among you; that they 


which are approved may be made manife$t Among, you. 
I C. 1I. 19. 


Eſſence; and he that denieth his Eſſence denieth 
Chriſt, and is no Chrittian — Bax. cAbridg, Hiſt. 
Counc. cp 48; 


E. TON. 
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PREFACE! 


24888168533 HE Rader is deft Mo 10 
39 take Notice, that this Little 
SON 88 Peice 26. writ- in 4 plain 


WES and eaſy Stile; being in- 
tended for the Uſe of the meanebßt Chri- 
ſtians, at this Time, when the Founda- 
tions of their Faith are in Danger of 
being ſubverted. Aud therefore the Au- 
thor forbore to ſtudy the ExaStneſs, or 
ſhew the Learning and Reading, that 
might have been more — to, the 
Nice and Curious. 


HE has touch'd upon the moſt ma- 
tri Parts of the E ſtil d, The 
n In- 


PREFACE. 
Innocent vindicated ; the Reply to 
Mr. Tzosss 3 and the Letter to a 
Diſſenter in Exon: and hopes be has 
given a Saiisſattory Anſwer to their mabt 
conſiderable Objections ; ſo as to be aſuf- 
ficrent Antidote, to bone Chriſtians, q- 
gainſt the. Poiſon contain'd in them. 


Detected and Confuted: 
O R, 


A ſhort and familiar D IRECTION 
for P lain Chr iltians, Cc. - 


N giving you my Thoughts on the 
preſent Controverſy about the TR I- 
NITY, I thall begin with ſhewing 

at you how Words and Phraſes are abu- 

ſed by the eArians, unto a quite con- 

Fell trary Sence to what they ſeem to 

— ſound, and to the Meaning in which 

they are ordinarily underſtood by Chriſtians ; that 

you may not be deluded by their ſubtle Equivocations 
pad wheedled into their pernicious Errours, And 
ere | 


1. I ſhall begin with the Word G OD. 


EzA Man beſides an eArian, whether Chri- 
Woe Hacker, no Cguity the Goo 
| ie See; 


ius Deed. 


Being, Infinite, Almighty, that had none before 12 5 
Men apply'd to Cbriſt, becauſe He is, many times, 
in Scripture called God; who yet, notwithſtanding, 


or any equal to it: But the Title God is by theſe” 


deny him to be the gere. God, or to be God by 
| 


*. + * 


Nature; except you will take it in Mr. Emlyn's' Sence, 
that is, as all good Men are made Partakers of the 
Divine Nature, by the Grace of Regeneration. They 


' repreſent him only as an Inferior Deity, ſuch as the 


| Heathen had under their Grear God; and that he is 


call d Cod in Scripture, becauſe all Power is given to 


Bim in Earth and Heaven, as the Reward of his Suffer- 
ings, whereas he is called God by the Evangelif, in 
his Deſcription of him, before the World was made by 
bin, John 1. 1. In their ſence, I fay, they will allow 
you to ſtile him Cod, nay, and bring the Scriptures 


to prove him God, and truly God; whereas all the 


nas the Supreme Gad, what Wrath 60 


while they take him but for a Made Cod, a voluntary 
Production, and ſo a mere Creature after all. 

AND is this dealing in a matter of ſuch Moment 
as becomes the Miniſters of Christ, and the Simplicity 
of the Goſpel? Bur they are ſenſible, that Chriſtians 
would fly from their Doctrine, thould they be told 
preſently, that their Saviour was but a Creature, and that 
there was an infinite Diſtance between God and him. 

SEE the Anſwer to Mr. Tro ſe, p. 6. ——{f Christ 

uld hurt him? And 
Pa. 7. he is diſtinguith'd from God; pa. 14. -Chrift 
5 4 great Langiver under Cod. And Mr. Mhiſton ſpeaks 


* 


pliner, vol. 4. pa. 172. —Feſws Chriſt, the Word, and 
Son of God, :s a Divine Being, or Perſon, far inferior to 
bis Father, in Nature, «Attributes, and Perfections. P. 294. 
At nas the Divine Soul, or xcy&, which nas in bim, 
and ſuffered al fo for u5.— | 
cc that you muſt remember, that they will ftile our 
Caviour God, and prove he is fo, very liberally ; 
when they are far Bom meaning that he is the Su- 
preme God, or One God with the Father. See Whiſton, 
p. 85. where he ſaith, Jeſus Chrift is truly God and 
Lord. But this Demi-god is reputed all the while a 
mere Creature, ſome  Super- Angelical Being, and ſtiled 
God, as Magiſtrates are once or twice in the Scripture 


laid to be Gods, in @ Figurative Expreſſion, tho? ne- 


av 


and Confuted, &. 7 
ver with thoſe Titles and Attributes that the Scripture 


gives to Christ. 


2. ANOTHER Word whereby they would deceive 
| you, is, ETER NAL. Now, who ever imagin*d, 


that there was any more than One Eternal Being, 


whom we call Cod, that was before all Time and 
Things, and was of himſelf, and gave Being to all 
Things elſe. So God ſaith, / am the Fir:t and the Laſt, 
Iſa. 44. (. and Pia. 90. 2. Befurc the Monntains were 
brought 2 or ever thou hadi formed the Earth and 
the World, even from Everlaſting to Everlaſting thou art 
God. Now, you muſt obſerve, they will own Chrif# 
is Everlaſting, from Jo. 1. 1. In the Beginning was the 
Mord: But you are miſtaken if you think, for all this, 
that they own him 70 be Eternal; for they only con- 
ceive him to have been produced ſome Time before 
the other Creatures, in the Beginning, but fill that he 


hath a leſs Eternity than God the Father. A Phraſe 


which, I delieve, was never heard of in the World be- 
fore, invented only to avoid thoſe plain Scriptures. 
Anſw. to Mr. Troſſe, upon the fore- cited . P. 10. 
So that In the Beginning ſignifies with them only a 


Fricter or ſhurter Eternity, as that Chriſt was befere 


the Beginning of this Creation: And they tell us, 
there be Functa, or Prints, in Eternity (as the Defender 

of Dr. Clark) that Beings may be, one long before ar- 
other, and yet all be Eternal. | 5 


AND here I muſt account for calling of them 


ARIA MS, who do by no means like the Name, 
it having been odious to all Chriſtians for ſo- many 
Ages; and accordingly they plead they are no: Arians, 


becanſe Avius faid, 7 here was a Time when Christ was 


not: And theſe Men are a little ſubtiller than he, to 
evade the plain Scriptures; and therefore more mo., 
deſtly ſay, There was an Eternity when Chriſt was nor. 
But if you aſk them, whether Chriſt had a Beginning 
or an Original, they will not deny it any more than 
eArius; and as to his being Gne God with the Father, or 
a Perſon in Nature equal with him, they are as far from 
owning it as Arius himfel So that the Difference 
between Arius and them is not indeed in Sence ſo 
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| much as in a ſobtle Uſe of Wor ds, to. deceive plain | | 


honeſt Chriſtians. | | 
3. Ax oTHER Word is TRINITY: 


5 


TH 1s they are as ready to own as you. Mr. Whiſton 
begins his Fourth Vol: thus An Account of the Faith 
of the Firſt Centuries concerning the ever Bleſſed Trinty ; 
and Dr. Clark--T he Scripture Doctrine of the TRINITY ; 
and they acknowledge Three Divine Perſ1ns too: So 
Innocent V indic.— It's clear and plain in Scripture, hut 
Ceeds and Councils have obſcur'd it, and made it hard to 
be underſtood — i. e. Mr. Whiſton's Trinity. But you 
muſt not think now, that they own the Three Divine 
Perſons to be One God. 1 have ſhewn before what they 
think of Chriſt, 4 high and extraordinary Creature, pro- 
duc'd before all others: And as for the Holy-Spirit, 
he is, in Mr. Whifton's Account, much inferiour to 
Chrift, whom yet he will have infinitely below the 
Supreme God. So that here are Three Degrees of 
Compariſon; the Third Perſon Inferiour to the Second, 
and both vaſtly inferiour to the Firſt. And yet we 
are Baptiz d equally into the Name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy-Ghc&; and the ſame Divine Perfections and 
Works are promiſcuouſly attributed to all the Three 

Perſons, in many Places of Scripture; as in the Cre- 
ation and Redemption of the World, in the Work of 
Sanctification, Regeneration, Reſurrection, &c. And 
13 tho they plead, that Se Exiſtence and 
Rev. 1. 17. * Supremacy is not aſcribd to the Son 
Rev. 1. 8. it's abſolutely falſe: For Chriſt ſti les 
Rom. g. 5. himſelf the Fir#, and can there be a 
E former? and the Almigbiy; and he is 
declard to be Over ALL God Bleſſed for evermore. 
Mr. Whiſtoz (p- 377.) tells us, that God the Father, 
the Mord, and Holy-Spirit, are Perſons numeric:lly diſtinct, 
4 Tao Men, from each other; and (p. 334.) that the 
Hely=Spirit « 4 Divine Perſon, ſuperioxr to Creatures, but 
inferiour and ſubordinate to the Father and the Son, in the 
Creation and Civernment of the World. | 
Fo that, in ſhort, their Triniiy is a Trinity of One 
Cod and Two Creatures, tho' they call. them Dir ine 
Ter ſons, becauſe they are enducd with Divine Qualifi- 
cations. ; | 4. IKEY 


| and Confuted, && 9 

4. THEY as much abuſe the Words CREATOR 

and CREATURE. For who beſides an eArian ever 
imagind, that the Creator did not ſignify the Supreme 
God? Ir is the Voice of Nature, and the Heathen 
(who had their Little Gods alſo, yet) always took the 
Creation to be the Work of the Great God, whom the 
wiſer of them acknowledg 'd to be but One. 

AN p this is agreeable to the Scripture ; Heb. 3. 4s 
H: that bailt all Things God. Now, thew theſe Men 
ont of the Scriptures, John 1. 3. and Col. 1. 16. that 
all Things were created by Fe ſus ChriZ, yea, and for him 
oi; and that this is the Honour that the Heavenly 
Hoſt gives to the GREAT GOD, Rev. 4. It. and 
prove from hence, that this muſt be the Supreme God; 
yet they preſently tell you, that he was but an Inſtru- 
ment, and that he had no Power of his own to do this; 
(as 1s the proper Conſequence indeed, according to 
their Notion of Chriſt ; for how ſhould a Creature make 
ſuch a. World?) but he had all this given him by z 
Sxperiour God, the Father. So that you can never prove 
Chriſt to be the Supreme God from the Creation of the 
World. And yet the Apoſtle blames the Gentiles 
that they did not, from the Make of the viſible World, 

come to know. the Eternal Power and Godhead of the 
Maker, Rom. 1. 29. Now, confider in your own 
Minds, can ſuch Words be ſpoken of any Creature, 
that he hath an Eternal Power and Godhcad * What can 
be ſaid more of the Supreme God? And how could 
the Light of Nature teach Men, that there was a Being 
Higher than he that was the immediate Creator of the 
World So that, according to them, the only Supreme 
Gol never could nor can demand any proper Worthi 
from far the greateſt Part of the Creation, viz. all thoſs 
that have not the Scripture : For by the Works of the- 
Creation, it ſeems, 'tis impoflible for them to know 

him; and therefore are under a Neceſſity of worſhi p- 
ping a Creature, an Inſtrument, inſtead of the Supreme 
God, and to give his Glory to one that is much Inferi- 
our to him. And I would aſk you, by the Way, how 
there poſſibly can be an Inſtrument in Creating-Work, 
which muſt neceſſarily imply an Infinite Power * And 

yet this is what they would abſurdly repreſent Chriſt 
to be, an /n/trumental Creator. which, 1 think, is ne 
\ . we only 


ond 
only falſe Divinity, but inlolerable Nonſenſe, and di- 
rectly contrary to*what God faith, Iſa. 44. 24. Thus 
fatth the Lord thy Redeemer, and he that formed t hee from 
the mb, 1 am the Lord that maketh all Things, that 
Bretcheth forth the Heavens alone, that ſpreadeth abroad 
the Earth by my ſelf. © | 
AGAIN; If we look to the Fewi/h Church, they had 
AAo ſes for their Teacher, who received his Doctrine 
immediately from God, and wy On in all God's 
Hſe; yet he never taught the Fews to look higher 
than the immediate Creator of Heaven and Earth ; as 
in Gen. 1. And ſo the Fſalmiſt urgeth his having For- 
Ll the Sea and Dry Land, O come let us worſhip and bow 
donn, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker! What 
Intimation is there in all the Writings of Moſes and 
the Prophets, that there was any Being greater or high- 
er than him that was the immediate Creator of the 
World? And Moſes gives many Cautions againſt their 
ſerving any other God, and tells /ſracl that their God is 
One Lord, and thou ſhalt worſhip no other God, for the 
Lord, abuſe Name is Fealous, is a Fealous God. © 
Tux Place from whence they would prove, that 
the World was made by an Under-god, is Eph. 3. 9. 
Woo created all Things by Feſus Chrift. But he that will 
canſider, 1h God is One, and that we are Baptiz'd 
into Father, Son, and Holy-Ghot ; that Grace and Hea- 
venly Benefits are prayed for from theſe Three; and 
that the ſame Thing in 6th of Iſa. ſhould be attributed 
to God (Fehovah) , and in John 12. to Christ, and in 
„the laſt of the Acts to the Holy-GhoF#, I ſay, he that 
will read and conſider theſe Things, and can be hum- 
ble enough to think, that God is infinitely above 
him, will ſee Cauſe to believe, that Chriſt and the 
Holy-Spirit are but One God with the Father, and 
but One Creator of the Univerſe, tho' they are ſome- 
way diſtinguith'd. IF they atk, How ? You may fay, 
None can tell what God is, more than he hath thoughr 
fit to reveal. How little a Pirtion is known of bim! None 
can underſtand the Myſtery of God manifeſted in the 
Fleſh. How poor and mean is the utmoſt Knowledge of 
proud Man, that cannot know Himſelf, or tell how , 
luis Soul is Joined to his Body, and acts with it; nor 
Wit makes one Flower white and another yellow ! 
| and 


and Confuted, &c. we + 
and yet would pretend to underſtand. Him, who hath 
nothing like to him, and to whom the whole Creation is 
leſs than nothing, and Vanity. © Ty 


5. I SHALL ſpeak of another Word, The SA- 
TISFACTION of Chrift. They'll tell yon, they 
moſt readily grant this. But, if you aſk them, whe- 
ther he made Satisſaction by paying a Price of [zfutte 
Value, a full Equivalent unto the Juſtice of God? they 
have learnt of the Socinians to ſay, There was no. Need 
of ſuch a Thing, but God might accept of what be pleas'd. 
Now, would it not ſeem very odd, if but an Earthly 
Sovereign could fave a Malefactor, without any Satis- 
faction at all, yet that he ſhould chooſe to give his 
Only and Beloved Son to die a painful and fhimerul. 
Death, when he might eaſily have pardon'd the guilty. 
Perſon without it? And how will this look in the 
Judge of all the World! | 5 

ITE B Scripture tells us, that the Deſert of Sin is, 
Infinite Miſery ; otherwiſe God had never threaten'd. 
ſuch Puhiſhment to it: Yet ſome are come to 'deny- 
this, againſt the plaineſt Scripture, and will not be- 
lieve that God will puniſh Temporary Faults with E- 
ternal Torments. Such Reverence they have for the: 
Word of God, that fo often declares it. We are told 
in Scripture, Rom. 3. 25, 26. That God hh ſet forth 
Chriſt 4 Propitiation, thro Faith in his Blood, to declare. 
his RIGHTEOUSNESS for the Remiſſion of Sins,— that 
he might be jus r, and the Fuſtiſier of him that believethi 
in Feſus. He declares to all his juſt Diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt Sin, not pardoning of it but upon ſuch a Price 
paid as the Blood of the Son of God, Acts 20. and we 
are alſo told, in Heb. 10. 4. that it. was impoſſible that 
the Blood of Bulls and Goats ſhould take away Sin. But 
where is the Impoſſibility, when God, according to 
them, might have accepted it as a Ranſom for the 
whole World, and have received corryptible Things, as 
Silver and Gold, inſtead of the precious Blood of the 
Chri:t? Is not God's Love commended to us, in that 
he (pared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all? 
And will any Chriſtian dare to ſay, that it was necd- 
leſs, and might as well have been ſpared, and another 
Satisfaction accepted * 7 7,900 1 17 


12 | ARIU'S Detected o | 


6. Icon now to the Word CHARITY © 


which is a Word in great Uſe among the eArians, but 


in a Sence that you thall never find in Scripture, It is 


at large deſcrib d and recommended in 1 Cor. 13. To 


© be kind, not to be ſuſpicious, even in little Matters 


* of Religion, to bear one with another. Cc. I hope, 
thoſe that abhor the Doctrine of the eArians do cha- 
ritably pray, that Cod would give them Repentance to the 


Acknowledgement of the Truth, that they may have Par- 


don from God, Cc. But they would vainglorioully 


ſeem to excel in this, and Innocent Vind · prays God to 
forgive their Enemies. But is it kind Charity to call 
all the World Fools but themſelves? Mr. TRossE 
while he liv d had great Reputation among Men of 
Different Opinions, for his Miniſterial Abilities, and . 
his great Piety and Charity ; and his Memory will al- 


ways be Precious to them that knew him, unto many 


that can fay, by theit own Experience, that God was 


with him: And many good Men were willing to have 


ſomething of his by them after his Death, and are be- 


holden to thoſe that made a Collection even of the 
Fragments of that Great and Good Man. But now that 
his CATECHISM is printed againſt Arius, he muſt 


be put in alſo among the #nthinking Herd, a Man of a 
. weak Head, tho perhaps he had a warm Heart. You find 


him with his An ſwerer, p. 16. a Man of Confidence 
and Uncharitableneſs, and a rath judge; nay, in the 


Preface, he ſuppoſeth him to be ſo weak and honeſt as 
to believe his own Arguments to be True! So was 
St. Faul accounted a Fool among the Corinthians, when 
they had learn d Wiſdom from their, New Apoſtles; 
and fo muſt all Chriſtians be content to be reputed, 


and none wiſe but an e RIA NM. 


THeEyY are accus d further (in Innocent Vind.) to 
have the Pope's Pride, and to pretend to 1nfallability, 
I think, however, a Man may be certain of many 
Things, tho he be not Infallible. May he not be cer- 


tain of the Meaning of the Firſt Commandment, Thou 
fhalr have no other Gods but me? an ; Thou (halt worſhip 
220 other God; for the Lord, whoſe Name is Fealom, is 4 
Fealous God? And if we can be certain of _—_ in 
the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, what mean thoſe Pre- 
cepts, of contending for the Faith, as it was once delivered 

Seb | = 7” 
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and Confuted, &c. 23% 
to the Saints; and of Holding fait the Form of ſound Words ; 1 
and N that they ſhould not be carried about 
with every Wind of Doctrine, &c.? All might be an- 
» ſwerd (according to them) by ſaying, We are not In- 
fallible in the Sence of ſuch Scriptures! And ſo a Man 
can never make ſbipnreck of Faith, becauſe he is not In- 
fallible. But they will further tell you, that theſe 
Opinions are Indifferent, and we muſt bear one with an- 
other : By which they endeavour to prepare Men to | 
receive their ſtrange Doctrine, and to take off their j 
Abhorrence of it at the firſt Hearing. Now, if theſe - 
Opinions are ſo Indifferent, what means this mighty 
Zeal and Induſtry to propagate them! and what De- 
ſign is there in making ſuch Diſturbance in the Church, FF; 
but to head a Party, and draw away Diſciples after them $ — 
But indeed we are not to think, that they will profeſs 
ſuch a Charitable Opinion of thoſe that differ from 
them always, ſhould their Numbers increaſe : For 
Mr. Whi/toz tells you, p. 392. © That At hanaſius, and 
© Aquinas, and others that have followed them, have 
© confounded Mankind, to the Ruin and Perdition | 
“(as it is to be fear d) of many Thouſand Souls for i 
© ever.” And can a Man have much Charity for ſuch | 
trine, if he have any Love to the Souls of Men? 
Bü eme have Charity enough now to be perſwaded, 
that à ſincere honeſt minded Man may think he has not 
a ſuſſicient Reaſon to believe the Goſpel, and yet be in 
no Danger from his Unbelief, ſo that he lives but a 
good Life; that is, ſo he be a quiet Heathen : Inſo- 
much that, with them, an honeſt Heathen is the ſame | 
with a good Chriſtian. Their Brethren, the Socinians, | 
have been often told, that they were running into De- 1 
iſm, to believe nothing of the Feripture- Revelation, but | | 
to depend only upon the Light of Nature. But whether ] 
are theſe Men run already! What can be ſaid more to = 
the Di chonour of our Lord and Saviour than this, That 1 
he hath ſet forth a Religion, and commanded it to be | 
believed, upon Pain of Everlaſting Damnation, and 
yet a ſincere Man may ſee no Ground to believe it at = 
all! What Papiſt ever ſpake ſo much to the Diſgrace 
of the Goſpel? But further they tell you, That * you are 
, not 


* Whereas Dr. Clarktacknowledges it to be 4 Doctrine of the 
greareft Importance Pret. 
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nor to be over much concern d for theſe Debates; They are 
Points 'of Opinion canvaſsd among Scholars, and 
have no Influence upon Practice; and ſuppoſe it is no- 
thing to break ſo plain a Command as this, Thou ſhalt 
worſhip no other God ; which Command. is, put by our 
Saviour in the moſt plain and comprehenſive Words 
that can poſſibly be. If it be Life to know the only true 
God, and to acknowledge him to he One Lord, it muſt 
be very dangerous, one would think, to acknowledge 
and and worſhip another God beſides him, and Infe- 
riour to him; when God himſelf puts us in mind that 
he is a Fealous God, which cannot denote leſs than his 
Feirte Wrath againſt all ſuch. So that you ſee, we have 
Cauſe to beware that we do not part with the Truth, 
and hazard our Souls, under the Pretence of Charity. 


7. ANOTHER Word frequent among them is 
PERSECUTION. And they tell us, that 20 
Chriſtian must be a Fer ſecutor. But you will find Per ſecu- 
tion in no ſuch Sence in the New Teſtament as it is 
uſed by them. aul tells you what he did when he 
was a Per ſecutor; that he did beat Chriſtians, and bale 
Men and Women into Priſons, and drive others into ſtrange 
Cities, and coiupell them to blafbbeme, and when they were 
put to Death he gave his Voice again$t them. R 
there is no ſuch Perſecution among us. So H s 
Scoffing at Iſaac is called Perſecution : But none fo ever 
reproach'd them. „„ 
Ihe Truth is, they cry, Perſecution ! to affright Men 

from ſpeaking againſt the Tares they are ſowing, that 
they may do their Work, and no Man diſturb them. 
But if ſpeaking againſt Falſe Nogrine be Perſecution, 
Faul was a Perſecutor even after his Converſion. Gal. 
2. 5. He would not give place. by Suljection, no, not for 
an Hour, that the Truth of the Gosþel might remain with 
the Corches. And he ſmartly reprov'd Peter for his 
Diſſimulation and Want of Sincerity, while he was 
afraid of diſpleaſing Men. And was not this Perſecu- 
tion, to wound Petcr's Reputation before a Multitude ? - 
But then it will be anſwer d, The Apoſtles were Infal- 
lible; which none now can pretend to. But was Titus 
Infallible, who was to rondince the Gain ſapers, and to 
rebuke Men ſharply, that they might be ſound in the 1 7 e 
i prongs N LE 


and Confuted, && 15 


Was not this a greivous Perſecuting Spirit? Were 
all the Chriſtians Infallible, whom Jude commands to 
"contend earneſtly for the Faith, as it was once delivered to 


the Saints? Were the Elders of the Church of Ephe- 


ſus Infallible, whom Paul ae, to take heed to them- 


ſelves, and to the Flock, when there ſhould riſe up among 


them Men ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away Diſciples 


after them? Muſt the Elders ſay nothing, for fear of 
theſe Mens Reputation? But they tell us, By hur- - 
ting of Mens Reputations we takeaway their Liveli- 
hood. If this follows, upon ſhewing People the Dan- 


ger of their Doftrines which they teach, who can help 


it? Muſt we love Mens Eaſe more than the Glory of 
Chriſt and the Souls of Men? They muſt thank them- 
ſelves for ſpreading ſuch Doctrines. The Apoſtle char- 


geth his Romans to ſet a Mark upon them which cauſe 


Diviſions, contrary to the Doctrine they had been taught ; 
and avoid them; to ſhew their Diſlike of them by ſhun- 
ning them. And the Apoſtle Fobn ſays, that he that 


bringeth not the Doctrine of Christ must not be received in- 


to our ; Houſes, neither mu$t we bid him God ſpeed, give 


him a good Wiſh, leſt we be Partaker of his Evil Deeds, 
(2 Epiſt. Jo. 10. 11.) by giving Countenance to the 


Spreading of his Errours. Now, this will very loudly 


be call'd Perſecution, which we have the Apoſtle's 


Charge and Warrant for. - 0 
5 | 


8. Tn x next Thing to be conſider'd is, their Ex- 
traordinary REVERENCE (as they pretend) for the 


SCRIPTURES. Jou ſee in the Sermon preach'd 
at Exon, for which the Aſſembly refus'd their Thanks, 
how vehemently it was inſiſted on, that we ground our 
Faith on no Man, how great ſoever, but entirely on the 


Scriptures. One would think, this needed not ſo often 
to have bcen repeated, nor preſs d with ſuch Vehe- 
mence before an Aſſembly of Diſſenting Miniſters, who 


have evermore profeſs'd to build their Faith on the 


Scriptures, if there was nothing more intended but this. 


But pray conſider, how the moſt Excellent Men, Fa- 
mous in their Generation, are, in that Sermon, cou- 


þ pg up with the Council of Trent, a Pack of Popith 


iſhops, that met with a Defign to overthrow the 


Truth of the Goſpel, and to keep the Bible from the 


People. 
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People. Pray what is the Crime of the Fngliſb con- 
vocation, and Weſtminſter - Aſſembly, and 5e Lane 
Mr. Bax TER? Why, they all agree in Proteſting a- 
2 Arius and his Diſciples. The Articles of the 
Church of England begin with the Doctrine of the 
Trinity : The Wefminſtcr- Aſſembly put forth a Catechiſm, 
c. And have not all Churches, of every Perſwaſion 
done the like? Even the Socinians in Poland, and 1 
am aſſured the new eArians have done the ſame; and 
have left out not anly the Doctrine of the Trinity, but 
the Decrees of Cod; that they may bring all to a Rational 
Religion, to believe nothing, tho ever ſo plainly re- 
veal d in Scripture, that proud ignorant Man is not 
able to comprehend 3 who yet cannot comprehend 
the leaſt of God's Works, or underſtand ſo much 
as his own Soul and Body. I hope the Churches will 
conſider whither theſe Things tend, and whither they 
are running, if they follow theſe New Guides. But let 
me aſk again, What is the Fault lately found in the A, 
Jembly's Catechiſm, that theſe Preſbyrerians ſhould grow 
- "weary of it? All the Proteſtant Churches do by their 
_ Confeſſions ſhew their Agreement with it; and it hath 
the Scriptures to confirm it. Sure then its great Fault 
is the Anſwer about the Trinity: And it vexes them 
that our People generally have ſuch an Eſteem of it, 
as of Summary of ſound Doctrine, taken out of the 
Bible, that they will not hearken to them that cannot 
-brook it, for the Reaſons mention'd before. And I 
hope all good Chriſtians will till keep up a due Reve- 
'rence for it, and that it will have its Praiſe in the 
Churches, when Arius thall be buried a ſecond time. 
| As for Mr. Baxter, he ſays, © That 
Rea. Xian Nel. © the De ctrine of the Trinity is the 
Part 2. Chap. 10. © Sum and Kernel of the Chriſtian 
5 hw LY 3 as expreſt in our Bap- 
© tiſm and At hanaſiuss Creed, the beſt Explication of 
© it that he had ever read. 
50 that, according to them, you muſt read none of 
- theſe good Books, but caſt them all away, in order to 
come at the Truth: But on the other hand, there is 
no Danger in Mr. Mhiſton and Dr. Clark ; and when 
you have laid all others aſide, and given up your ſelf 
to them, then ycu are like to become a good Convert ; 
but tis to AK IU, nat to Ciut. But 


and Confuted, & 19 


Bur, tho we acknowledge we may not ground our 


Faith on Convecations, or Aſſemblies, or on Baxter, 8c: 
yet is there no Uſe to be made of them? Are not 
Miniſters to teach the People Doctrines of Faith? And 
are not they to ſ-ck the Law at their M44? Have 
they not Authority of Teachers, tho' not of Infallible 
Jadges? And is it not great Raſhneſs to go off from 
the Dodtrines taught by ſo many good Men, without 
much Prayer, and plain Evidence, and many Inqui- 
ries? A modeſt Man would think fo. ; 84 
Bu r our new Guides have a ſhorter Way. Go fo 

Dr. Cart and Mr. Woiſton, who ſet the Scriptures bes 
fore you, and appeal to them. And did the Aſſembiy 
or Mr. Baxter teach Men any Thing but what they 
prov'd out of Scripture? But ſay they, We are for a 


Confeſſion of Faith in plain Scripture Words; and can 
any Man ſpeak plainer or more intelligible than the Hoy 


ot? Tho' by the Way, with theſe Men he is but 
a Creature. All this is but to deceive you: For 1 
would aſk them, whether Words are Scripture, farther 
than they convey the Senſe to us? The Holy-Ghoſt 
 ſpexks plain, if Men will uſe the Method God has ap- 

ointed to underſtand his Meaning, to wit, Prayer, and 
Weg Reading, and the Help of others, which God 
hath commanded. I Would aſk theſe Men, If a Man 
ſhould make a Profeſſion of his Faith in God, in Scrips 
ture Words, that he hath Eyes, and Ears, and Feet, 
and that he comes down from Maven to know what is done 
on Earth, and therefore muſt be a Mn, as we are: 
whether they would ſay, that this is true, and not to 


be found Fault with, becauſe it is the very Words of 


Scripture ? | 1 

By this you may gueſs what the Meaning is of 
that which is commonly ſaid, that F a Man Tabſeribe 
tbe Bible as. the Mird of Cd, what can you deſire of him 


me? Sincerity has been mightily cried up_of late; 


but may a Min be ſincere in ſubſcribſng to the Bible 
in general, and believe few of the Doctrines c-ntain'd 
in it; only ſubſcribe to the Words of it? A Papiſt 
will ſay, 1: i the Word of Cod, and yet believe Trans 
ſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Praying to Saints, and what not; 
and a Socinian (if the Inſtance be not ill choſen) will 
ſubſcribe to the Bible, that * denies the Doctrine up- 


18 ARIUS Detected 


on which the whole Ho pe of a Chriſtian is built, bi. 


Chris offering himſelf as a proper Sacrifice for our Sins. 
[f be alk'd, What would you do to ſuch Men? 

ould you impriſon, or hang them, or burn them, 
becanſe they do not think as you do? We anſwer, 


_ Chriſt never appointed ſuch a Compulſton of Men to 


come into his Church; and Force may make a Hypo- 
erite, but can never make a Chriſtian, But then, we 


cannot ſee how a Man can be a Chriſtian, or a Mem- 


ber of a Chriſtian Church, that doth not believe, and 


— 


pive his Aﬀent to, the great Articles of the Chriſtian 


eligion. Otherwiſe, Hymeners and Alexander might 


lead, that they could not think otherwiſe, than that the 
eſurrection was pat already; and yet Paul efteem'd them 

not as Members of Chriſt, and tells you, Their Wird 

did eat as a Canker, and that they . 

others. But if Subſcribing the Bible be enough, whate- 

ver a Man believes as to the Doctrines contained in 

it, I think there is no Faith left to be overthrown. + 


Bo x let us go farther, and make our Profeſſion in 


Scripture Words, and ſee whether that will content 


them. The Scripture, in John 1. 1. tells us, that {x 
the Beginning was the Mord, and the Word was with God, 


and nas God, and that all Things were created by him, 
T hope now we are right in Scripture Words; and 


Qoth Seri pture ſpeak plain, doth it need Mens Inter- 


Pretations ? Ay! but ſays the Arian, You muſt nor 
underſtand, that tho' the Scripture deſcribe rhe Eter- 
nity of the Supreme God by his being before the Maun- 


- gains, Cc. you muſt not think that Chriſt is Eternal as 


God is, tho' he is ſaid to be in the Beginning. He may 
have been a little before the Creation of the World, 
and that is before Time- So, He ts called God, faith 


© the Innocent Vind. but God fignifies ſome e Thing ; 


© or, you may call him God, as a Magiſtrate is called 


« God, becauſe he hath all Power given him in Heaven and 


© Earth. Tho' obſerve = Fobn) he is called God be- 
before he came into the World, and made all Things ; 


and. the Scripture tells us plainly, He that made all 
Things is God. Yet, however, (ſays the Arian) you 
are to remember, that Chriſt made not the World by 
his own Power, and therefore can't be proved from hence 
to be Cod. You ſee at laſt what we have got by 2 

N | Confeſlion 


” 


rew the Faith of 


5 and Confuted, &c. 19 
Confeſſion in Scripture Words, when it does not 
leaſe. | | 1 
nn them naw, whether the Holy-Ghoſt wants. 
their Explications, and let all Men ſee, whether by. 
ſuch a Liberty, and wreſting of Words, the Scriptures. 
can have any Authority, or a Man can know what ta 
believe. ; I» 
Try this Matter in a ſecond Inſtance; I find in 
Scripture, The Lord our God is One Lord. Thou ſhalt 
worſhip no other God, &c. Or take the ſame Doctrine 
from our Saviour's own Mouth, Thon ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only' ſhalt thou ſerve. And yet 
the eArians, while they hold Chriſt to be but a Crea- 
ture, pray directly to him, (as we have many Exams. 
pics in Scripture of Divine Worſhip perform'd to him) 
ut they explain, or rather pervert, the Words of the 


Holy-Ghoſt, by their Addition, viz. that the Words 


mean only Supreme Worſhip to be paid to God, but ſay 
nothing of Sabordinate. And where is any Ground of 
ſuch a Diſtinction to be found in Scripture? Bur of 
this more under the next Head, 


You ſee, after all, their great Reverence for the 


Scripture ! Indeed, I fear, the Want of Reverence of 


God, and his Word, is the true Spring of all this new 
Doctrine; becauſe Man is too proud to receive any 
Doctrine, tho ever ſo clearly reveal d in Scripture, 
that his poor depraved Reaſon can't comprehend. 


9. WE come next to the Word SU BORDINAs 
TION, and are told, that the Scripture is every-where 
Full of it. But what is the Meaning of this Hard Word, 
which indeed is not Scripture, nor eaſy to be under- 
ſtood by plain Chriſtians? Do they mean by Sabor- 
dination that Jeſus Chriſt was 4 Mn of the Seed of David, 
according to the Fleſh? That he was made of a Woman; 


that he was in all Things like unto us, Sin only excepted 9 


And that he had a Humane Soul as we have; and not 
that his Divine Nature was to him inſtead of a Soul ? 
This indeed the New Teſtament is full of: But this is 
little taken Notice of by them; yet this one Conſides 
ration of Chriſts Humane Nature will explain many 
— ene 8 Ir 
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Ir was 45 4 Min that he pra y d to his Father; Ir 
tras as 4 Man that he offered himſelf a Sacrifice, tho 
it had its Value from the Union with the Divine Na- 
ture. We are told, that he increaſed in Wiſdom and Sta- 
ture; and the Divine Nature communicated it elt to 
the kiumane as it plea ed: And thus the Day of judg- 
ment might be hid from him as he was Man. | 
HE came into the World as a Prepher ſent of God, 
who gave him the Spirit, tho' withont mea ure; and 
by this you underſtand thoſe Paſſages, H- pate not of 
Hime f, like the Prophets of old, that begin their Pro- 
hecy, Thus ſaiih the Lord, and were not to ſpeak a 
Viſion of their own. And thus, He cam: not into the 
World to do his own Will, lut the Will of him that ſent him. 
ets the Father hath given Commandment, ſo 1 do, and jo 
{ ſpeak. And according to this Nature, He ſhall grve up 
is Mediatiry Kingdom to the Father, and have no more 
that Power which was given him as a Reward of his 
Sufferings, but be ſubject to the Father. This I take 
to be the Meaning of that Place : Tho' (as 1 ſaid be- 
fore) Cod manif«jted in the Fleſh is a great Myſtery ; and 
we muſt not wonder, if many Things that are ipoken 
of him are dark to us. 
No W, as to % Sybordination they take but little 
Notice of it; tho the New Teſtament ſpeaks cheifly 
of Chriſt as Man, Mediator, God manifeſted in the Fleſh. 
We read alſo of him, that was in the Form of God, and 
thought it no Robbery to be equal with Cod, Phil. 2. o. Yet 
he ex:piied himſelf, or humbled himſelf, or made hineſelf 
of no Reputation, or, in the Words of the Apoſtle 
St. Jobn, that the WORD which was in the Beginning 
was with Cod, and was Cod. The Creator himſelf came 
from the Bojom of the Father, and too, our Fiſh, and 
dwelt among us. We-rread allo of God th: Farther, and 
his only begotten Son. But this Generation is not like a- 
ny Thing among Men; So that where is the Man that 
i can pretend to underitand it? Who can declare his 
4 Generation? et 7 | x 
In another Place of the ſame Evangelift, our Savi- 
eur ſaith, that he and his Father are One. —One (faith 
= there Arian ) in Wl and Affection, as to the Work 
| of Redemption.— But obſerve, in John 5. that the 


Fus underitood his calluig, God 24% Farber was a = 
mg ing 


Th 
| 
i 
l 
4 
8 
| 
TY 


and Confuted, Ke. e 

king bimſelf equal with Cod; and in John 10. the Fews 
accuſed him again of Blaſphemy, becauſe he ſaid be 
and woe Father were one; and he tells them that God was 
his Father. Before the High-Prieſt he anſwer'd upon 
Oath, when he was alk d, Art thou the Chriſt, the Som 
of the Bieſſed? feſus jaid, 1 4. Now conſider, Chriſt 
came into the Mirid to ſave Men; He was tent firſt to 
the 7ews, to them that were always taught, that there 
was (inc Cod, and that there was none other but he. But 
if Chriſt were not the ſame in Subſtance with the Fa- 
ther, would he not have remov d this Prejudice againſt 
their believing in him, by explaining himſelf, thar 
he meant only ohe in Mil, not in Natures He ſpake ups 
on Oath; and when honeſt Men ſpeak in that manner, 
they will ſpeak ſo as to be underitood by others; or 
elie how can an Oath be the End of all S:rife? Aud he 
well knew in what Sence the Fezs underſtood him. 
when he ſaid God was br Father; yet he ſtill aflirms 
he was ſo. And J cannot ſee how they that aſſert, 
that Corist was not One God with the Father, can accuſe 
the fen of doing him wrong : For by the Law a Bla 
phemer was to be ſton d to Death, and ir he was but 2 
Man, or a Creature, when the f2ws thought that he 
made himſelf God, is it not unaccountable that he 
ſhould ſay nothing at all to rectify their Miſtake ! f 
BuT Mr. MWoiſton and Dr. Clark unriddle this hard 
Word Subordination, and Mr. Whiffon tells you, That 


tho Chriſt be a Drin? Perſon, and one of his Trinity | 


yet that he is every way Inferiour to the + and 
Only God. And bz Trinity conſiſts of Three Perſons, as 
diſtinct one from another as Three Men are, if I un- 
derftand himaright : And Dr. Clark deſcribes the Son 


of God as a Divine Being, to whom belongs ne. 


Þ- 442. and the higheſt Titles are aſcrib'd, even ſuch 
as include all Divine Powers, except Abſolute Supre- 
macy and Independency, Pb. 298. yet another diſtin 
Being BBSI ES the Independent Being, b. 298, 270. 
the Father alone being the One Eternal God, p. 455 


429.— This indeed their Followers are loth to ſpeak 
out ſo freely, leſt it thould fright many from their 
Doctrine Therefore they take care to bring Men on 


dy Degrees, 


* Fg 
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Ir you have read Mr. Troſſes Catechiſm, you find 
there he ſhews you, that the Name Fehovah was the 
Name of God alone ; and yet that this Name, and all 
his Glorious Attributes are ſpoken of Chriſt. And tho? 
generally in the New Teſtament we go to God the Fa- 
ther by himas our Advocate, yet in ſome Places we find 
Prayers directed to him immediately as God manifeſted, 
zz theFleſh. Now, the Scriptures teach that God is One, 

that he is jealozs of bis Honour, and hath commanded us 
to worſhip no other God; and our Saviour, in his Anſwer 
to the Devil, in Mar. 4. confirms it. Well then l how 
do theſe Men juſtify their worſhipping of Chriſt, whom 
they deny to be the One God? 6 © ky 

DR. Clark tells you, It is only Subordinate Worſhip, 
and ſono manner of Injury to the Supreme God; and 
another tells you of the Iſraelites worſhipping God and 
the King; as if it were not eaſy to be underſtood, that 
when they had done Praying, or giving Thanks, to 
God, they did Obeyſance to the King. They would 
anſwer ſomewhat to the purpoſe, if they could give an 
Inſtance of praying to a Creature, or doing Religious 
Reverence to a Man, when he was many Hundred 
Miles off; as to Chriſt in Heaven. | 1 

Bu r as to this Subordinate Worſhip, pray obſerve, 


Him mY 
It thou ſerve. So the Angel in Rev. 22. Worſhip God 


a4 nd Confuted, &c. 23 
do, to break the Second. We are not to make any 
Graven Image; but the Papiſt tells you, that is, no Im- 
age of a Falſe Cod. We are not to bow down to it, nor 
ſerve it: He tells you, That he pays to his Saints bur 
2 Subordinate Worſhip, whenever he prays to it. See 
how our new Leaders have learnt of them ; and at this 
rate, you may as eaſily bring the Third Commandment to 
nothing alſo, by ſaying, you m3? not for ſare your Self, 
except it be to ſave your Life, which you are comman- 
"ded to preſerve. But let us hear what the Letter to the 
Diſſenters in Exon replies to this Argument from Mat. 
and you will eafily perceive, that whatever fly Eval 
ons he hath brought to invalidate other Arguments that 
prove Chriſt to be One God with the Father, he was ſo 
confounded with his Text, that he has ſcarce the Colour 
of a Reply; but is forc'd to go to the Papiſti at Rome to 
borrow an Anſwer out of Bellarmine. Perhaps you may 
have heard from another Quarter, that Arianiſm would 
run us into erde or Deiſm; and indeed here you may 
fee a Proof of the former, from this Man's Anſwer. The 
Papiſts make Images of God, and of the Saints, and 
worſhip them; and yet own the Scriptures to be the 


Word of God. How then ſhall this Practice of theirs 


be reconciled, which is ſo contrary to the Second Com- 


mandment, a Precept that is moſt expreſs againſt Image- 


Worſhip? Will not their People be afraid to put in 
Practice a Doctrine ſo directly againſt the Letter of the 
Commandment? They are ſenſible of this Difficulty, 
and therefore, in Places where no Proteſtants are near 
them, to cry ſhame upon them, they ſave themſelves by 


a Diſtinction between Supreme and Subordinate Wor- 


fhip : The Latter they maintain to be due to their 
Saints and their Images, and worſhip them, notwith- 
. Randing fo plain a Commandment. The Arian is in 
the fame Streight as to the Fir/f Commandment, and our 
Saviour's inforcing it, Mat 4. He ſees, if Chriſt be not 
the Supreme God, the Worſhip of him is flat IAdolatry. 
This conſtrain'd the Writer of the Letter to trudge to 
Rome, and fetch an Argument from Bellarmine, the 
Pope s Champion, againſt whom the whole Body af 
Proteſtant Writers have been engag'd, and have clen- 
Iy prov'd their R to be black 1dolatry. He 
argued in the firſt Vlace, That the Congrq c ion , 
ä | = 
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ped the Lord and the King, 1 Chro. 29. 30. He might 
As well have added, Luke 14. 10. Thon ſhalt have Mor. 
in the Preſence of them that fit at Meat with thees 
hat Argument is this, that becauſe Worſhip in our 
Language is uſed for civil Refbeft which we owe to 
Men, that therefore a Geature (which they make our 
Saviour to be) muſt be worſhipp'd, ſo as to be pray d 
to (when he is as far diſtant from us as Heaven from 
Earth) and to be own'd hereby to be the S-arcier of 
Heart, and able to [429 all our Wnts of Soul and Body, 
and ready to attend in all Places wherever his People 
pray? Did the Iſraelites mean this by doing Obey» 
fance to their Sovereign? Or did the reſt of the Gueſts 
pay this Wrſhip to the Man that was ſet ina higher 
Place ? Did the People ſpeak to the King as T homas 
to our Saviour, My Lord, and my God ! Yet our Saviour 
was never forward to ſeek his own Glory, but his Fa- 
thers, and did always what is pleaſing to him; and 
ordered this to be written for nſtruttion to his Church 
in Afﬀter-Ages. But the Author of the Innocent Vind, 
P. 13. will fay, This in an obſcure Hace ; as all Scriptures 
are with them that provc the Deity of Chriſt. Their 
Rule is, that God intended ſome Sence in them, which 
"you may gueſs at, but not be ſollicitous to find the Right : 
For they do not ſo much as tell you, that you ſhould 
pray, and ſtudy, or aſk the Opinion of others that 
underſtand better than you your elves; but they ſay, 
that to believe this or that to be the true Sence f them, and 
to avoid the fal ſe, is not neceſſary to Faith or Salvation. So 
that you may lay your Bible aſide; in all Places where 
Fou pleaſe to ſay it's obſcure. And how far ſhort is 

thisfrom Deiſm, to bring the Scriptures only to a Bun- 

dle of Moral Precepts ? eee, 
lis next Argument is Bellarmine's, Word for Word, 
That God commanded Iſrael to worthip a Flace, if he 
would but ſpeak out: For his mighty Proof is, that 
they muit worſhip his Foot fool, becauſe the Seventy have 
there left out eis, which they have put in the End of 
the goth Pſalm, and in the 123 Pfalm. But for all 
this Criticiſms, or Example of worthipping a Place, let 
me aſk him, Did the Fews worthip the Mountain where 
the Tabernacle and Temple were? For ſo it is in the 
End of the gcth Pſalm, Morſbip bs Holy Hull, as he 


would 


2 
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would have it underſtood. Did the Jens worſhip a 
Hill, or a Piece of Wood? God told them, that from 
the Mercy-Seat he would meet and commune with them; 
and he is ſaid to dwell between the Chernbims. Now this | 
was the Reaſon for their worſhipping towards that Place, 1 
where the Lord ſaid be would dwelt; as we now worſhip- 1 
towards Heaven : Yet I hope no body worſhips the Hea- 
ven. And what will his Inſtance out of Daniel prove, | 
wha opened his Window, and prayed towards — | 4 
lem, but that he put himſelf in mind of God's Goods . 
neſs to their Fathers; how he dwelt among them there, j 
and walkt among them? And he took Pleaſure in the = 
Remembrance of it, even in the Stones or Duſt of Fe- ; 
riſalem, hoping to ſee the City and Temple xeviv d a- ; 
gain out of their Rubbiſh. I think this to be more than q 
enough for that poor Hpiſh Argument, urged by the i 
rankeſt » Papifis, ro bring in the Worſhip of Saints; 
S:2e4 vItpd\srcit, and if we may worthip one Crea- 7 
tare, I ſeeno Reaſon why we may not give more Sub- _ f 
ordinate Warſhip to another; except you will arbitrarily. ; 
reſtrain Mens Liberty, which is the Cauſe the Ariane | 
pretend to ſtand for, i. e. Liberty ts believe what you pleaſe. 
And when you do not like what you read in the Bible, 
do bur ſay it is obſcure, and then you are not further 
eoncern d. 4 | >. 
As to our worſhipping of Chriſt, God and Mn, the 
Worſhip is directed to him as God manifeſted inthe Fleſh. 
And as to the Honour which God is ſaid to have gives 
him; we read, that Chriſt laid afide his Glory when 
he took our Fleſh, which was a voluntary Humiliati- 
on; and therefore God the Father gave him Honour - 
23 Mediator, or God Man. Upon the whole, he 
would have you believe, that God hath commanded - 
you to worſhip. a Creature, in commanding you to wor» / 
ſhip Corist, whereas the Scripture is -moſt plain and 
fri, that none 1 10 be oy but God. * | 
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* They who pray to and worſhip one whom they belicve to | 
be à created, ſubordinate, and dependent Being, are moit | 
certainly guiliy of Holatry ; and therefore to act conſiſtently 
tbey ſhꝛul d cither diſown his Worſhip, cr acknowledge his 
Divini:y-- Pl. Noti. our Lord's Diyin. by T. 47g, p. ac. 
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©T x 1 5. Bleſſed and Infallible Book, which is to be 
the Lamp to our Feet and the Light to our Paths, doth 
moſt ſtrictly inſiſt upon it, that none elſe is to be 
worſhipped. It tells us plainly, that Christ 
o. to. 30. 1 God, Immanuel, God with us,— God o- 
Deu. 1. 17. ver all. — The Supreme God — One with 
1 Tim. 3. 16 the Father The FIRST (and therefore 
Jo. 5. 20. there could not be a FORMER) as well as 
the LAST — That he is God manifeſted in 
_ the Fleſh— That he is the true God, and Eternal Lift. 
But becauſe they are not willing to own his Deity, 
tho ſo often aſlerted in the Scriptures, they would in 
effect perſwade you, that you are commanded by God 
to break the Firſt Commandment, and our Saviour's own 
Explicati-n of it; when yet, long after his Aſcenſion, 
the Angel which was ſent to Fohn, in the Revelation, 
ſpeaks of worſhipping none but God only, Rev. 22. 9. 
But you are to obſerve that Idolatry is not only a Sin, 
becauſe tis the Breach of a poſitive Command, bur it 
is a Sin againſt the Law of Nature; therefore it is wice 
ked to: ſuppoſe it poſſible for God to command us to 
worſhip a Creature, any more than to commit Murder, 
or bear Falſe-Witneſs, Cc. And here I would defire : 
you to conſider, whether this Worthip of One God, and 
no ther, be not according to this Author a Fandamen- 
tal, or an Eſſential Article of the Cbriſtian Faith, to uſe 
his own Words; and that a Man cannot deny it, and 
be in a State of Salvation. He himſelf tells you, Pp. 4. 
that every Chriſtian hath an Intereſt at State, when the 
Controverſy is about the Supreme Object of og and 
the Way in which he chuſes to be worthipp'd: f God | 
hath made a Revelation of this Matter, it is every 
Chriſtian's Duty to endeavour to underſtand it. Now. 
his firſt Rule is, That the, Doctrine le delivered expreſly im 
Seripture iſo many Words. : And who can deny, but 
8 and worthipping of One God is expreſſy 
laid down in many + laces of Scripture ; as— in the 
Fir Commandment, — ſeveral times by Moſes, Tho 
ſhalt worſhip no-other God,— and-by our Saviour hims - 
ſelf, Mark 12. 20, 35508 first and great Command ment 
1, The Lord our Cod is One Lord; and Mat 4. 10. Thon 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhait t bon 
ferve. I think this cannot be denied, that it is a Du- 
' 1 by | VE . | 
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and Confuted, c. 27 


laid down expreſly in Scripture that none hut One God 

& to. be worſpihp d. His ſecond Rule, to make a Thing 
Fundamental, or eſſential to Salvation, is, 1 bat it have 
fo much ſires [aid 75 it in the Scripture, as that the be- 
lieving of it ſhould by the Scrippures be made the Condition 
of Salvation, or the not believing of it be threatened with 


ternal Damnation And he would perſwade you, that 


this Article of believing and worthipping One only 
God, and taking Chriſt for the Supreme God, was 
never received before the Fourth Century. Now, as 
to the Streß that is laid upon the Doctrine of worſhi p- 
ping God only, you will remember, that it is the Firſt 
Commandment of the Ten, and muſt be a Proof of our 
Love to God, as our Saviour tells us, Mar. 22. 57. 
Hear, O 1jrae!, The Lord thy God is One Lord; and 
thou ſhult love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, &c: 
Toon ſhalt worſhip no other God; for the Lord, he Name 


ts Fealoxs, is a Jealous Cod. Exod. 34. 14. This im- 


plies God s fierce Anger againſt them that worthip any 


one beſides the Supreme God. Jealouſy is the Rage of 


a Man, upon his being wrong d, or ſuſpected to be ſo, 
upon his Partner's breaking the Murriage-Covevai, 
So is the Mitter to be underito>d bet veen G d and his 
People, Hoſ. 2. 2. and in the New- ſeitament it is ſaid, 
that 1dolaters ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. We 
do not pretend to be Judges of the World; there is one 


Law-giver, who ts able to ſave and to deſtroy ; but we de- 


fire Men ſeriouſly to confider theſe Threatnings to. all 
ſuch as ſhall worthip any except the Supreme God. And 
let all Men ſee, whether it be an indifferent Thing to 
worthip a Creature, to pray to and truſt in him, and 
look for all: Bleſſings from him. Oh! remember that 
2 is a Fealous God, that will not give bis Glory to ano- 
Ter. x * * a 
T hope, you are now convinced, that this Doctrine 
was a Fundamental long before the Fourth Century, and 
before the Coming of Chriſt into the World. 3 
We have a particular Peice ot Worſhip paid to. 
Chriſt, which the Scripture commands only to be paid 


to the Sypreme- God, and that is Swearing by his Name; 


and the H 7 is joined in the fame Oath. . Now, 
an Oath muſt be made by none but the ,t Hg God. 
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Þss Nawe ſpalt thou ſwear, Deu. 10. 12. Fear him, and 
_ Sleave to bim, and by is Name ſbalt thou rag, And 


ther Gods, or | | 
with any other God; as thoſe that ſwear by the Lord 
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God is very angry that his People ſhould ſwear by o- 
that Men ſhould join him in an Oath 


and by Mac hom. And the very Thing proves that it 


is a Worſhip due to God alone; for it is an Appeal 


to him as the Searcher of the Heart, that knows what 


Men do in ſecret, when there is no Man near to wit- 
neſs for or againſt them. So the Reubenires and Gadites 


appeal to him, as to the Sincerity of their Intentions, 


jn building an Altar, Fof. 22. 22. So the Law of God 
appointed an Oath in Caſe of Goods that were loſt : 
And it is a ſolemn Appeal to him, as Judge of the 


World, that will acquit the Innocent and puniſh the 
Guilty: God do ſo to me, and more alſo! Now, the A- 
file ſwears by Chriſt, and by the Hoh-Spirit, appea- 


ling to them for the Truth of his Concern for the Sal- 


vation of the Fews, Rom. 9. 1. So the Hebrew [berb) 
is uſed in Swearing, Gen. 22. which ſiznifies in, by, or 


Wii b, and is render d by the 70, in Fer. 5˙7. in thisvery 
Caſe of Swearing, & reis, &c. Dan 12. 7. e i (171 


- So that this we take for another Proof of Christ 
and the Spirit's being the Supreme Cod and one nith the 


= Father, *. that they have this Honour given them, 
by an. Apoſtle Divinely Inſpired, to ſwear by them; 


which Dr. Clark allows to be a Part of Worthip, p. 368 . 


; Fihall in the next Place conſider what the Author of 


- Letter has to ſay about Baptiſm. But in the firſt 
Plac 


$, e I think it 718 to acquaint you, what has 
the Belief of all Chriſtians, that we are acquain- 


ted with, concerning God, and what they have pro- 


ved clearly from Scriprure. They have all held this 


Principle, That God is but One, according to the Firſt 
Com ment, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me, 


Which our Saviour fufficiently confirms, as you have 


heard before. Now, they find in the New-Teſtament 


that Men are N into the Name f Father, Son, and 
Holy*Gbo#t, and that they receive Spiritual Blefings 
„ 10 , from 
8 4 FE ed BL ena gt & ooo — a de 6 1 


bh ts wit hr fs, to ee * if ſo, then the - 
Holy Spirit ig al ſo worſhipt. „g. I. Vid. Dr. Clark, 


pe369. and Dr Clatk «ſo ans him ro bepray'd 10, p. 736» 
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from. theſe Three. Hence they agree, that there is 
One God, and Three Perſons in the God bead. But then 
by Perſons you are not to underſtand as if they meant 
it in ſo low a Sence as when we ſpeak of Men, when 
Three Perſons are Three Men, that agree in nothing 
but one common Niture : But we call the Father, Sow, 
and H!y-Gho# Three Perſons (tho' but One God) be- 
cauſe the Difference is more than bear Names. For 
there is a different Relation, as one he Father, another 
the Son; and the Father ſent the Son into the World, 
and the Son came from the Father, and was made Fleth, 
and the Spirit bears witneſs to him. You have in 
Chriſts Baptiſm the Father's Voice from Heaven, Chriſt 
the Perſon baptized, and the Holy-Ghoſt deſcending 
like a Dove upon him. So, the ſolemn Benediction is 
5 0 (2 Cor. 13. 14.) in the Name of Three The 
race of our Lord Je ſus Coriſt, and the Love of God, ans 
the Communion of the H- Uhoſt, be "with you all. And 
in 1 Jo. 5 7. the Apoſtle tells us, There are Three that 
bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Mord, and the 
Hol -Cihoſt; and theſe Three are One. Tho' there are 
ſome now who, with H-reticks of Old, would v the 
dut of their Bibles, yet we truſt that the ſame Providence 
which hath all along kept it in, will ſtill continue to 
. preſerve it, againſt all their Efforts. „ 
© You may ſee an Hiſtorical Account of this Tett in 
Mr. Martin's Critical Diſſerration, where all their Coils 
andObjectiont are fully anſwered. And there is Anotheg 
Excellent Treatiſe ſhortly expected on the ſame Subject. 
No W, upon theſe Accounts, all Chriftians, except 
a few Socinians and eArians, have declared, Thar there 
{5 One God, and Three Per ſons in the Godhead ; the Scrip- 
ture plainly ſetting it forth to us, and the Churches 
agreeing in ĩt hy; If you aſk, How can this 
de ; Is it not a meer Contractiction that Three Thould 


be One, and One Three? We anſwer ; It is no Cons 


trodiction, that a Thing that is One in itſelf may be 
forme way Three, If you defire me to explain bow; L 
muſt anſwer, as before, that God is Infinite, und we 
are poor finite Crearares, who cannot undeiſtand the 
Eeaft of all his Works; much lefs are we able to un- 
derſtand Him, to whom the whele Creation bt 4s # 
Drop of Buctet. What can your 17 — 7 


- 
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A quickly is it ſwallowed up, when you think of - 
God's Eternity! that he is always the ſame, in fo ma- 
ny Succeſſions of Ages! What can you conceive of a 
Being that had nothing before it; without Cauſe 


without End! 


Bor to come to the Words of Baptiſm: Go ye 


erefore and bapti xe all Nations, in the Name of the Fa- 
ber, Son, and Hoh-Ghoft. What is to be ſaid to this: 
One of the Greateſt Unitarians (as they love to be 
called) confeſſeth, that this Place clearly proves a 
Trinity of Perſons. What then is to be done on their 
part? The firſt Attempt is (as I faid) to do juſt as 
the Papiſte do by the Second Commandment, viz. 
Leave it quite out. IT) this purpoſe, our * Unitarians 
plainly tell you, that Learned Criticks have given 
very ſtrong Reaſons why they believee theſe Words 
were not ſpoken by our Savicur at all, but were added 
from the Practice of the Church. So that here is one 
Comfort left us, that we can never be Arians with- 
out a new Bible, notwithitanding all the plauſible Ha- 
rangues we have heard, of their, ficking only to the 
Scriptures : And when they have brought forth their 


Reaſons to ftagger Mens Faith, as much-as they can, 


they tell you, that tho' theſe Reaſons are not without 
their Weight, yet they acknovvledge they have ob- 


_  ferved ſeveral Things that make them think the Text 


enmne.. - K . "TIT. © Fuſs 
* E 8 x are their ſubtil Arts of ſhaking Mens 
Faith, as much as they can, tho they e ces 
Reaſons do not convince-themſelves. Why were they 
o much as mentioned then? One would think their 
Deſign was, by all means to leſſen the Authority of 
the Scriptures by different Copies, by ffrange Interpreta- 
tions, by finding fault with the Tranſlation, the ready 
way to bring Men to have a mean Opinion of them, 
and to believe them as far only as they agree with Na- 
tural Light. So that revealed Religion, as to the 
Doctxines of Faith, ſhall ſignify nothing among them. 
Bur if they cannot raze it out of the Bible, what is to 
de done next, to avoid the Force of it? We are bap- 
aized into the Name of the Father, Son, an. 
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If the Name ſignifies by the Authority, we ſee no Diffe· 
rence in this Matter; for if it be by the Father's A- 
thority, it is alſo by the Authority of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Again; If into the Name ſignifies into 


the Service, {till we find no odds, but equally into 


the Service of all the Three. 
Bur I muſt acquaint you, that Sac 


* * 


raments are Si 


nifications of a Man's being ſeparated from the World | 


to Chriſt, and from other Mens Manner of Li fe, to be. 
2 Servant of God, as they imply, on the other hand, 
a Promiſe of Grace from God to Man, and are Seals 
of the Covenant: As Circumciſion. is called A Seal of 


. * 


the Rig h. eouſne ſo of Faith, Rom. 4. 4. A Seal of God's 


Promiſe to Abraham, that his Faith ſhould be accoun- 


ted to him for Righteouſneſs; as it included on Mans 
paft, Obedience to God, that he ſhould love God 

and ſerve him, and cleave to him; As F Dr. Owen! 
well obſerves, ſpeaking of the Holy Ghoſt, © Our 
© being Baptiz'd into his Name is our ſolemn En- 
« gagement to believe in him, to yield Obedience 
« to him, and to worſhip him. And what ſays 
Fi Rs r, he ſays, It i plain from. 1 Cor. 1. 12. 13. 
that to baptixe an one into another, or into his Name, 
imports the entring him into that Religion of which he 4 
the Founder. And fo he would have the Words of 
| Baptiſm to ſignity, 7 baptize, thee into that Religion, : of- 


which the Father is the Supreme Aut bor, the Fon the. 


* 


Publiſher, and the Holy-GhosF- the Confirmer. But here; - 


is not the leaſt Colour for making this Difference and) 
Subordination, at they would have it; And tho where. 
ever Faul preach d, Men did fu believe the Doctrine, 
yet they were afterwards baptiz d into the Name of. 


the Lord Chriſt; and the great Article was, To believe 


that Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of God, Acts 8. 37. Now, 
if. you look into John 1. 18, this Phraſe the Son G4 
ſigni fies, Him that was from all Eternity was God, and - 
by whom all Things were created, as ver. 
I, 2, 3. Nay, further, we read, that we 2 Cor. 5.15» 


are baptized into Chrift, ſo as to live to bis Ph. 1. 2,21 
that died for u, and roſe again. To we, ſaith | 
PR, n | the» 
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e Apeſtle, 20 lie is Chrift ; and Chyiſt [hall be magni- 


Fed in my Body, wherber” by Life or by Death; fo that it 


amounts to as much as ro do all to biz Glory ; for his we 
ate, and him we ſerve. And as to what he ſays 1 
the Iſraelites being baptiz'd,— they were not ſo-bap- 
tiz d into Moſes, as to live to his Glory, and to be his 
Servants; but Mo ſes often exhorts them to ſerve Go 

and to cleave to him. And farther, Being Nb 
into Moſes, may be rendered by Moſes, if you compare 
Acts 7. 53. with Gal. 3. 19. And his Inftance in Lu © 9. 
26. that Chriſt ſhould appear in the Glory of himſelf and 
bs Father, and of the holy Angels, ſignifies nothing to 
this purpoſe; for there Chriſt urgeth this Argument, 
yo make Men bold in confeſſing his Name, that a Day 


was coming wherein the Son of Man would appear in 


at Glory, and all the Angels of Heaven with him, 
t what is this to the joining Creatures with the 


| Creator in moſt ſolemn and open Acts of Renouncing 


all other Lords, to be his only, as in Baptiſm ? 

AN » his Argument from Timothy is much the fame; 
where he only puts Men in Remembrance of that great 
Day, as I ſaid before. As to what he ſays of Chrifts 
did Authority, we grant he humbled bimſclf, when he 


teol upon him the Form of a Servant; and all Power, as 


he is Mediator, and Head over «ll Things to the Church, 
was given by God the Father, as a Reward of his Suf- 


Fferings. But they will not conſider, 4 I. I. that. 


he was God from the Bezinping, and ſo his Deity was 
re am Thing could be ſaid to be given to him. 
Chrift had an Original and Eternal Dominion as God, 


_ and af OKconomical Dominion as Mediator ; both 


which, I think, are well expreſt by Bp. Peirſon, ho, 
ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſays, As therefore we have ob- 
* ſerved Two Natures united in his Perſon, ſo muſt 
e alſo confider Two Kinds of Dominion belonging. 

reſpectively to theſe Natures, one inherent in his. 
Divinity, the other beſtowed upon his Humanity; 
te one as he is the LORD, the Maker of all Things, 
< the other as he is made Lord of all Things: For 
te the firſt, we are aſſured that the Word was Cod; that 
« hy the ſame Word all Things were made, and wit hout 
ce was not any I bing made that was made. We muſt. 
acknowledge, that whoſoever is the Crcatour of all: 

TE REAL DO NG "ne Things 


ee Things muſt have a direct Dominion over all, as 
© belonging to the Poſſeſſion of the Creator, who made 
© all Things, Therefore the Word, that is Chriſt, as 
© God, hath the Supreme and Univerſal Dominion of 
© theWorld, which was well expreſſed by that Famous 
* Confeſſion of no longer doubting, but believing, 
© Thomas, My Lord, and my God! For the ſecond, it 
< is alſo certain, that there was ſome kind of Lord- 


8 ſhip given or beſtowed on Chriſt, whoſe very Un&tion 


proves na leſs than an imparted Dominion, as St. 


ce Peter tells us, that he was made both Lord and 
© Chriſt. What David ſpeaks of Man, the Apoſtle 
* bath applied peculiarly unto him, Hebrews the 2. 
5 77 8. Now, 1 5. pt thus imparted, given, de- 
*'riv'd, or beſtowed, can't be that which belongeth 
* untoGOD, as G OD, founded in the Divine Na- 
© ture, becauſe whatſoever is ſuch is abſolute and in- 
dependent. Wherefore this Lordſhip thus impar- 
* ted, or acquired, appertaineth to the Humane Na- 
ture, and belongeth to our Saviour as the Son of 
n. 15 | | | 
ce Ido aſſent unto this, as à certain and infallible 
Truth taught me by God himſelf, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
© the only Son of God, is the True ]JxHovan, who 
© hath that Being which is originally and eternally of it ſelf. 
and of which all ot her Beings do eſſentially depend: Thats 
by the Right of Emanation of all Things from him, 
© he hath an Abſolute, Supreme, and Univerſal Do- 
© minjon over all Things, as GOD. That as the 
Son of Man, he is inveſted with all Power in Hea- 
« ven and Earth, partly OEconomical, for the com- 
© pleating our Redemption, and Deſtructi on of out 
mies, to continue to the End of all Things, and 
then to be reſigned to the Father. And tho he be 
@ thus Lord of all Things, by Right of the Firſt Crea- 
tion, and conſtant Preſervation, of them, yet is 
he more peculiarly Lord of us, who by by Faith 
ce are conſecrated to his Service.— 2 161, 156, 157. 
And this twofold Conſideration of Chriſt's Dominion, 


as God, and as God-Man and Mediatonr, would 
anſwer their Objections taken from the 2d of Phil. 
8. 9, 10. John 5. 26, 27. Heb. 2. 8, 9. John 13. 
490. Rom. 14. 9. Acls a. 35 f Acts 5. 31. 1 — 


15. 27, 28. CG. 


A #kver only to add, that theſe Three are ſo 
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Ore, that the ſame Actions are attributed to them 
all. What is ſpoken of Febovah Iſa. 6. is ſpoken 
ot Chriſt John; 12. and ot the Holy- Spirit Acts 28. 


So you may underitand that Place, Eph 3. of God's 
Making all Things by Jeſus Chrift ; not as an . 


#rument, as the Araans tell you; for in Col. 1.16. 
All Thiug were created Ly bim, and for him: Now, it 
is for God's Plcaſure, and his Glory, that af Things 
are and were created, Rev. 4 II. But as in the Wor. 

of Redemption God was in Chriſt reconciling the 
World unto himſelf, and Chriſt was God mani feſted 


in the Fleſh; ſo in the Work of Creation, the Father, 


Son, and Spirit, formed the World; and yet but one 


God was the Creator of the World; and by lim 


Lb 18 ſpoken of God the Father, in Rom. 1 1. 


36, as well as of Chriſt; Heb. 1. 2. 


THER Eis one Text more I ſhall here take Oc- 


caſion to explain likewiſe-It is 1 Cor. 8.6. But un- 


to us there is but One God, the Father, of whom are all 


Things, and One Lord Feſus Chriſt; by whom are all 


Things, and we by him. You muſt obſerve here, 
that the Apoſtle ſpcaks of Chriſtians in Oppoſit i- 
on to Heathens, who had Gods many and Lords 
mam; one Great God, and many Snbordinate ones: 
But unto us, Chriſtians, there is but one God. Now, it 
15 plain, by the Scriptures before, that of Lim and lj 
Lim are both ſaid of GOD; ſo that no Differencce, 
can be argued from the Particles. And. it is as (vi- 
dent, that One Lord Fe ſus Chriſt doth not exclude, 


God from being Lord: For the Arians will not ſayx 


but that the Great God is Lord ſtiil— The Lord 
thy God, ſaith our Saviour. If theretore Cre Lord 


F döth not exclude God the Father from being Lord; 
why {honld Oxe God exclude Chrift from be ing God? 


Bit 1 tkink, as to the Phraſe. Ore God the Father, 


it is well krown, that the Heathen calld God 
The" Father of Gods and Men, and all Thirg:? and 
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"Ty Confuted, Ke. . 35 
6 I Suppoſe Chriſt. uſeth the Words, John 4. 23. | 
For it is not likely that the Samaritan Woman un- 
* derſtood him stherwiſe, Who knew nothing of the. 
 Tramty : fo that as God, under the Old Jeflament. 
was known to the World by the Name ot God the 
Father of all, but to the 1/7 aelites alone he was known 
by the Name Felrovah, a God in Covenant to 
them, ſo, under the New, we have hut One God, the 
Great Creator of the World ; and ſo he is known to? 
all Men; but unto Chriflians Peculiarly he is 
known to be God in Chriſt reconciling the ii cd un 
to himſelf, a God in gracious Covenant with thein. 
AN D now, Dear Fellow-Chriſſiuns and Diſcipies 
of. Chrift, {: iffer me to warn you all in Dis Bletted 7 
Name, as you tender the Interett and Honour of the 
Lord of Glory, or the Eternal Wellare of your -.. n 
Souls, to be very caut ious ot the late Writingsthat 
have been vented againſt the Holy Trinity, ant the- 
Godhead of our Dear Lord ald Savicur. Hathnot 
a late Author betray d the greatelt Want ot Ho- 
neſty and Since itv that ever was ſeen in any Wi. 
ter? Ha. he not effectually taught the World a ſure 
Way to be an Arian, Socinian, © or NMohametan, and 
yet to ſubſcribe any Creeds, Art ieles or Conte ſlions 
of Faith, whatſoever: For he gives you one Rule, 
that ſhall carry you thro' the World as ſmooth as 
Glaſs; which: ts this Every ſincere Chri- 
| 


« ſtian all. -nting (tor the ſake of Peace and Order) 

to the Uſe of any Forms of Words, muſt take 

« care to aſſent to them in ſuch a Senſe as may 

« make them conſiſtent with the Scripture, (other-! 

« wiſe: he aſſents to what is falſe) and in ſuch a a 

© Sence as may make them conſiſtent with them- 

ſelyes (otherewiſe he aſſents to nothing) This is 

« what I have attempted to do, ſaith he, in the 

Third Part of my Book. 80 that you may be- 

lieve any Thing and ſubſcribe any Thing, in ax 7 

Form o Words, a” you do but keep in yr 
E 2 = \ Minds ** 
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Minds an inward Sence and Meaning, agreeable ts - 


the Holy Scriptures. And accordingly, by this 
means, he makes the Athawaftan Creed, the Prayers 


in the Beginning of the Litany, and other Parts of 


the Liturgy very conſiſtent with the Arian Notions 
and Sublcriptions ; fo that a ſincere Arian may 
give his unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to them. 
THIS is a rare Paſsport for all forts of Errors 
Hereſies to travel with, throughout the Church or 
World, without axy Let, Hindrance, or Mole ſtation, 
unidit all Kinds of Religions, from the Mohametan 


d the Derft, wherever the Bible is acknowledged, 


Is not this a little beyond the Myſtery of Feſuittſm 
elf? For thoſe good Caſuiſts — ever inven- 


ted ſo very Catholick a Rule to go by. 


"THESE are the Writings that are the Oracles 
of the Arians at this Day; And whether this he 
not at the Root, or will not be interpreted to fa- 
vour all the Lying and Hypocriſy in the World, 
I leave the Reader to judge 8 ls 

AN p indeed many ot the Yourger Diſciples 


have pretty well copied a ter him, who have ſv 


contrived to alter the Common Senſe of Words and 
Phraſes that they arenow unintelligible. Which 
brings to my Remembrance a Story I have heard 
or Bp. Ken, That when a Member of Parliament 
was check'd by him for ſigning the Aſſociation in 
K. Villiam's Time, the Gentleman reply'd, Ay, but 
my Lord, I took it in my own Sence, — Did yon? (ſaid 
the Biſhop) Ther you lookit naKNnawve's ſence, 
And I am ot Opinion the Biſhop was the Honefter 
Man, and the better Caſuiſt, tho not the finer Gen- 
leman. And truly, if the Makers of ſuch Rules 
hould be followed cloſe at the Heels with them, 
hey would not like them fo well, As for Inftance 
—If they ſhould be falſly accuſed of Murder, and 
xecuted according; it would be but little Repara- 


ion for the Foreman of the Jury 'aftexwards to cry 


end Confuted, &c. 37 
| out, in Surprize , I meant nothing more than Man- 
ſtaugbter, tho I ſaid indeed Guilty of the Murder of 
which be was indided ! 4 

Mer have Reaſon and Conſcince given them, 
do act more fairly and ſincerely than ſuch a Rule 
will lead them to; and Words mult have known 
a — or we {hall ſoon run into Confu- 

P 7 

SUFFER me therefore to conclude with a ſeri- 
ous Exhortation to all ſincere Chriſtians to ſtand 
faſt in the Faith, as you have been taught by the 
Holy-Scriptures of Infallible Truth, and by the 
greateſt LrayTs and Holieſt Guides of Chrilt's 
Church on Earth who have all, in their feveral 
Ages, faithfully atteſted to the Doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, and firmly believed and taught, That there 
is and can be, but One True and Living God; and 
that the Father, and the Word, and the Spirit, are this 
One God: One in the DivmeNature and Eſſence, tho 
diſtingniched in their Relations, and in the great 
Work of our Redemption. 

AN D I hope you will ever cleave to this Great 
and Fundamental Truth, in Defiance of all that ſhall 
oppoſe it ; and not. ſuffer your ſelves to. be as 
Chi. dren toſſed to and fro, carried abont by every 
Wind of Doctrine, by the Influence of every wande- 
ring Star / by the Slight of Men, and cunning 
Craft ineſs, who, in a Myſtery of fo great a Depth 
and Difficulty, will eaſily find Room enough far 
many puzzling & ſhocking Objections, that will 
be hard enough for you to give a ready Anſwer 
to. But where you ſee the Scripture is expreſs in 
fo many Places, there yield up your Faith without 
wavering,: For God never was deceived, neither will 


he 35 5 
You diſcern this to be a Point that enters in- 
to the very Vitals of Religion, deeply affecting all 
your Warſtip which. you pay to God above: So that. 
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in caſe you fall int this pernicions Ertour, it mut 


needs degenerate into downright I DO L A T R Y, 


viz. T KE SERVING Mok GODS THAN ONE, 
and Worſhipping the CEEATUREHas well as the 
CREATOR; Which either as Men or Chriſtians, 


ou ſhould abhor the Thought of, as a moſt flagiti- 
ons and damming Gine. 0 


REMEMBER Lou have taken Chriſt for your 
Propbet, and his Inſtructions you are to follow; and 


not the cunningly-deviſed Fables of Men. We 
muſt not be ready to ſuck in the Opinions that 
are new and molt faſhionable, or, as we are apt to 


call them, moſt rational; but cleave to the an- 


cient and Scriptural Truths, which are a Founda- 


tion ſtrong enough to build our Faith upon, what- 
ever our blind Underſtandings, or corrupted Fan- 


cies, may ſuggeſt againſt them. Let ' Reaſon firſt 


acquaint us, that God hath reveaPd them, and then 


Jet Faith receive them with Reverence and Sub- 


miſſion: For it is GOD that cannot Je who hath 


reveald them to you. Men may tell yon, This 
35 Truth, and that is accordi%Þs to Truth: Lo“ 


bere is Chrift ! or lol there. Believe them not till 
you have enquired what God hath ſpoken concer- 


ning it. Oh! renounce not the Divine Truths 


and Saving Myſteries of the Goſpel; but hold em 


- 


faſt in Faith and Love. For conſider; the Foun- 


-” 


your Hope allo. Therefore let no Tn eln 
lities ever tempt you to queftion the Truth o 
God hath ſpoken. Have a care! your depraved Sence 


What 


* 


dations of your Faith muſt be the Foundation of 


” yu 1 


and Reaſonwill be apt to trip up your Faith, and 


many Queſtions may ariſe in your Minds. How 
can God be Three in Om? How could the Word 
be made Flef 2 How could the Lord of Glory be 
Crueified !' How could God purchaſe the Churth to 


bimfelf Ly bis Blood? How is the Reſurredlion of 


the ſame- Body poſtible-ftom that Mixture and 
e Body” dee tan" 1 


4 
. 


and Confuted, &e. 36 
Confuſion of Duſt which is in the Graves?— I 
cannot tell y.u how; but God can: and he having 
already declar'd it, I have no Room left to doubt 
it. Muſt God be ſuppos d to know no more than 
Man? Shall my Underſtanding attempt to mea- 
| fare his! Thus Pride is at the Root not only of 
Arianiſm, but of all Atheiſm. Therefore when you 


lay, with poor Nicodemus, How can theſe Things 


be? I may undertake to tell you, whenever you 
can anſwer me, How could the World be made 
out of nothing; and how the Earth hangs upon no- 
thing ? How were yon form'd and wonderfully 
faſhion'd in the dark Womb of your Parent? Or, 
how do you ſpeak, move, and act now, juſt ac- 
\ carding to the Command of a Thought within? 
Theſe Things are real and certain to your own 
Experience, and yet you cannot tell me how. But 
there is a Day of Revelation coming, when our 
Light ſhall be much clearer, and the Myſteries 
both of Nature and Grace ſhall be unvail'd. There- 
fore, I ſay, let not appearing Im paſililities, in the 
high and unaccountable Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
ſhake your Faith in God; to whom all Things are 
- pPoſlible: But let us firmly belicve the Things 
which he hath ſpoken, and modeſtly wait for the 
" Diſcoveries of the Laſt Day; when we ſhall no 
longer ſee thro' a Glaſs darkly, but Face to Face; 
when we ſhall ſee him as be is. 1 | 
I $HaLL end all with a wiſe Obſervation of 
that molt Learned and Judicious Divine Mr, John 
Hon, which I received from his own Mouth, after 
- a Diſcourſe of the Holy Trinity “ I reverence 
my Religion the more becauſe there are ſome 
% Things in it above my Underſtanding for were 
„it poſlible for Man to comprehend it, I ſhould 
* be tempted to think it poſſible for Man te have 
© iuvented it, 


. — 
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